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This is a personal testimony, a testimony of my own experience of thought and life. It is not intended

to be objective and makes no claim to establish eternal truths. In fact I rather despise claims to

objectivity in philosophy; the point of view is the thing. I should have liked to call it â€œA Lyrical

Philosophy,â€• using the word â€œlyricalâ€• in the sense of being a highly personal and individual

outlook. But that would be too beautiful a name and I must forego it, for fear of aiming too high and

leading the reader to expect too much, and because the main ingredient of my thought is

matter-of-fact prose, a level easier to maintain because more natural. Very much contented am I to

lie low, to cling to the soil, to be of kin to the sod. My soul squirms comfortably in the soil and sand

and is happy, Sometimes when one is drunk with this earth, oneâ€™s spirit seems so light that he

thinks he is in heaven. But actually he seldom rises six feet above the ground.Many of the earliest

books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now extremely scarce and

increasingly expensive. We are republishing these classic works in affordable, high quality, modern

editions, using the original text and artwork.
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Possibly the most influential book I have ever read...

Beautiful ,wonderful, thought provoking book. Lin Yutang is masterful, witty, and simply a pleasure

to read. Many of his insights about America in the 1930s still ring very true today.

One of my favorite books. The kind of book which can be read and reread and can be opened to

any page at any time for humor or relevance.

Humourous, well-structured and honest. Good read.

The type of commentary that is timeless;

Just a gently chuckle-inducing book that can be read at whichever tempo you want. "The Scamp as

an ideal" sums it up.

Read before,one of my favorite books, put the old one in China,has to buy a.New one

Americans don't know how to relax. They want a one hour course in stress relief when they would

be much better served by reading this book and learning about leisure. Even certain reviews of this

title seem to take life far too seriously. Now, I'm off to practice indolence.
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